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Overview

Tyson leads the firm's Climate Change Practice, providing critical guidance to clients as they navigate the energy
transition. He has advised on many of North America’s most high-profile energy projects, including on the
development, permitting and financing of more than 50 wind, solar, gas, hydro and energy storage projects, together
representing over 7,000 MW in installed capacity, as well as on significant electricity and gas transmission projects.
He also advises on major carbon management projects, including innovative carbon dioxide removal projects and
some of the world’s largest carbon capture and sequestration projects. Tyson gives strategic advice in navigating
complex and often challenging environmental assessment and permitting processes, as well as on negotiations with
regulatory agencies, Indigenous communities, local municipalities and other stakeholders.

Tyson also has decades of experience in the carbon markets, having worked on some of the country's earliest carbon
offset deals and emissions reduction funds. He now advises clients with responsibility for over 100,000 kilotonnes of
GHG emissions as they transition to a low-carbon economy. He is regularly retained to advise on the development of
carbon trading and compliance strategies, on agreements for the purchase and sale of carbon credits and renewable
energy certificates (in both compliance and voluntary markets), and on long-term offtakes for carbon removal and
avoidance projects. He has negotiated transactions in every major North American compliance market, and under
every major voluntary standard.

As a co-leader of the firm's Sustainability Practice, Tyson also regularly advises on high-stakes, reputationally sensitive
ESG issues for major financial institutions, pension funds, asset managers and energy and resource companies. He is
currently helping some of the country's largest companies in developing their strategies to achieve net zero GHG
emissions. He also advices these clients on their climate-related disclosures (both under evolving securities laws and
voluntary reporting frameworks such as the final CSSB standards), including on strategies to mitigate greenwashing
risks.

In the mining and metals sector, Tyson acts for companies acquiring, financing, developing and operating major
uranium, potash, coal and precious metals operations across the country. He regularly advises these clients on
stakeholder relations and permitting, compliance and enforcement matters, including investigations and prosecutions
under provincial and federal environmental laws. He has also worked with national and provincial industry
associations on strategies to address environmental risks and seize climate change-related opportunities.

Tyson advises clients in many other sectors, including pulp and paper, water treatment, communications, iron and
steel, chemicals, and manufacturing. He provides advice on the full range of issues in the environmental and energy-
regulatory fields, including environmental assessments, project permitting, contaminated sites remediation,
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endangered species protection, spills response and reporting and the inspection, investigation and defence of
environmental offences.

He is a great lawyer to work with, very knowledgeable on climate matters.’

— C H A M B E R S  C A N A D A ,  2 0 2 3

Featured Work

Enbridge in its C$4.31 billion sale of its Canadian natural gas gathering and processing business in the Montney,
Peace River Arch, Horn River and Liard basins in British Columbia and Alberta to Brookfield Infrastructure

Partners

Bombardier in the US$635 million sale of its Downsview Airport property in Toronto, Ontario to the Public Sector
Pension Investment Board

Canada Pension Plan Investment Board in its C$1.75 billion acquisition of a 49% equity interest in a portfolio of

select renewable power assets in North America and Europe from Enbridge Inc., including the establishment of a
joint venture partnership, and related ownership and management arrangements

Royal Bank, as administrative agent, and a 24-bank lending syndicate in the C$5.5 billion in senior secured credit

facilities provided to Kinder Morgan Canada Ltd. in connection with the expansion of the Trans Mountain Pipeline
system

Climate Policy Monitor, launched by the University of Oxford’s Net Zero Regulation and PolicyHub, in advice on a

global survey of federal climate change-related laws, regulations and policies in Canada

Net-Zero by 2050 Strategies

Torys is acting as counsel to several of Canada’s largest banks and pension funds in the development of their net-zero targets and

strategies as part of their goals to align lending and investment portfolios with net-zero emissions by 2050, including advice on Scope 1, 2

and 3 greenhouse gas reduction targets, and on the climate change disclosure standards under securities laws and voluntary reporting

frameworks

Carbon offtake from the largest private conservation project in Canadian history

Torys acted as counsel to TD Securities in its investment in, and carbon credit offtake from, the Boreal Wildlands Carbon Project in

northern Ontario – the largest single private conservation project ever undertaken in Canada to date – which the Nature Conservancy of

Canada will develop under the Verra Verified Carbon Standard

Canada’s largest carbon cost recovery proceeding

Torys acted as counsel to Enbridge Gas, Ontario’s largest natural gas distributor, in its application to the Ontario Energy Board to set rates

to recover carbon charges incurred on behalf of its facilities and customers under the Government of Canada’s Greenhouse Gas Pollution

Pricing Act and Ontario’s Emissions Performance Standards

https://www.torys.com/work/2018/07/d04a479f-e1c3-46a4-868c-798c5cffb70b
https://www.torys.com/work/2018/05/d6847d33-434e-4328-a333-275a49c3fc09
https://www.torys.com/work/2018/05/06ce8cc0-53e3-41bf-9d93-5e2136603f13
https://www.torys.com/work/2024/11/6fee1e53-1649-4db2-a24a-fafa1f9e616b


View More

Recognition and Awards

2016- 2 0 25 Chambers Canada—Leading lawyer in environment

2011- 2 0 24 Chambers Global—Leading lawyer in environment

2021- 2 0 25 The Legal 500—Leading partner in environment

2020- 2 0 25 Best Lawyers in Canada—Leading lawyer in environmental law

2018- 2 0 23 The Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory—Leading lawyer in environmental law

2016- 2 0 22
Who’s Who Legal— Global and National leading lawyer in environment and climate
change

2018 Guide to the World’s Leading Energy and Environment Lawyers

2017
Lexpert’s Rising Stars: Leading Lawyers Under 40—One of Canada’s leading lawyers
under 40

Insights

Competition Bureau finalizes greenwashing enforcement guidelines

Carbon Capture Canada 2025

Prime Minister Carney on climate: what Canada’s 45th federal election means for climate policy

What Mark Carney’s Victory Means for Canadian Carbon Markets

CSA’s climate disclosure rule on hold: an update on climate disclosure in Canada and the U.S.

Cross-country carbon capture and sequestration check-in

Initiatives from federal and provincial governments across Canada are paving the way for carbon capture projects and future investments.

https://www.torys.com/search?contenttype=Work&person=1079b559adf84e5ca857fb356b300ce3
https://www.torys.com/our-latest-thinking/publications/2025/06/competition-bureau-finalizes-greenwashing-enforcement-guidelines
https://www.torys.com/our-latest-thinking/webinars/2025/06/carbon-capture-canada-2025
https://www.torys.com/our-latest-thinking/publications/2025/05/carney-on-climate
https://www.torys.com/our-latest-thinking/webinars/2025/05/what-mark-carneys-victory-means-for-canadian-carbon-markets
https://www.torys.com/our-latest-thinking/publications/2025/04/csa-climate-disclosure-rule-on-hold


View More

News

Anti-greenwashing legislation causes confusion for Canada’s energy sector

What it will take for Canada to be an “energy superpower”

What to expect from the Government’s 2026 carbon pricing program review

Canadian federal election marks an “inflection point” for climate policy

The intersection of AI and intellectual property class actions

View More

Professional Involvement

A former Fulbright Scholar at Stanford Law School, Tyson has published leading research on the Clean Development
Mechanism in the Columbia Journal of Environmental Law and co-authored The Law of Climate Change in Canada,
Canada’s leading text on the subject and winner of the Walter Owen Book Prize. Tyson has presented extensively on
climate change issues, including at the University of Toronto Law School, McGill University Faculty of Law, Osgoode Law
School, Stanford Law School, the Lincoln Alexander School of Law and the United Nations Environment Program. Tyson is
currently Canada’s national rapporteur at Columbia Law School’s Sabin Center for Climate Change Law.

Tyson is a member of the Environmental Law and International Law Sections of the Ontario Bar Association, as well as the
National Environmental, Energy and Resources Law Section of the Canadian Bar Association.

During his articles, Tyson was seconded to the legal department of Ontario Power Generation.

Education and Bar Admissions

Education

JSM (Fulbright Fellow), 2010 Stanford University

LLB, 2003 Dalhousie University

BA, 2000 University of Saskatchewan

https://www.torys.com/search?contenttype=Insights,Events&person=1079b559adf84e5ca857fb356b300ce3
https://www.torys.com/about-us/news-and-media/2025/06/anti-greenwashing-legislation-causes-confusion-for-canadas-energy-sector
https://www.torys.com/about-us/news-and-media/2025/05/what-it-will-take-for-canada-to-be-an-energy-superpower
https://www.torys.com/about-us/news-and-media/2025/05/what-to-expect-from-the-governments-2026-carbon-pricing-program-review
https://www.torys.com/about-us/news-and-media/2025/04/canadian-federal-election-marks-an-inflection-point-for-climate-policy
https://www.torys.com/about-us/news-and-media/2025/04/the-intersection-of-ai-and-intellectual-property-class-actions
https://www.torys.com/search?contenttype=News&person=1079b559adf84e5ca857fb356b300ce3
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Ontario, 2004


